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SECTION 0 - FRONT MATTER 

0.1 - INTRODUCTION  
To ensure safety and regulatory compliance, flights must be conducted in accordance with regulations, 
ATC clearances, personal capability, aircraft operating limitations described the applicable Pilot Operating 
Handbook, and WWFC’s Flight Training Operations Manual. WWFC has attempted to ensure that the 
information contained here does not contradict anything listed in any of our fleet Pilot Operating 
Handbooks, but if there is any disagreement, the Pilot Operating Handbook is the final authority. 

0.2 - SOP ORGANIZATION CHART 

 

0.3 - VERSION INFORMATION  
Version Date 

January 02, 2024 

 

Jan 2024 version  

- Updated section 4 profiles (page 10-12) 
- Updated section 5.6 to remove reference to wing mirror (page 14) 

 

Type-Specific Procedures

Fleet-Wide Procedures SOP-G

SOP-C152 SOP-C172 SOP-DA40 SOP-PA28 SOP-PA44
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0.5 - ACRONYMS 
Acronym Definition 
AFM Aircraft Flight Manual 
AGL Above Ground Level 
ASL Above Sea Level 
ATC Air Traffic Control 
DH Decision Height 
EFB Electronic Flight Bag 
FAF Final Approach Fix 
IFR Instrument Flight Rules 
KIAS Knots Indicated Airspeed 
KTAS Knots True Airspeed 
MAP Missed Approach Point 
MDA Minimum Descent Altitude 
MSA Minimum Sector Altitude 
PIC Pilot in Command 
POH Pilot Operating Handbook 
SID Standard Instrument Departure 
SOP Standard Operating Procedure 
TOC Top-of-Climb 
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SECTION 1 - NORMAL CHECKLISTS 
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SECTION 2 - EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
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SECTION 3 - PILOT BRIEFING CARD 
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SECTION 4 - PROFILES 

4.1 - NORMAL TAKEOFF 
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4.2 - NORMAL LANDING 
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4.3 - NORMAL CIRCUIT 
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SECTION 5 - TECHNIQUES & CONSIDERATIONS 
This section is reserved to address type-specific techniques and essential pilot considerations. The 
guidance here is intended to supplement the procedures provided by the Aircraft Manufacturer in the 
POH. 

5.1 - PREFLIGHT INSPECTION / BEFORE START 
 Walkaround. Note the temperature of the engine during the external check. If it is hot or warm to 
the touch, plan to omit the priming step of the Normal Start procedure. 

 Emergency Gear Extension Lever: After boarding, ensure the lever has not been pushed down 
accidentally and is in the Normal Position (up). This is easy to step on during boarding, and if it’s 
pushed down, the gear may indicate an unsafe state.  

5.2 - ENGINE START 
 Consider engine temperature. A hot or warm engine does not require priming. Ambient 
temperature is irrelevant – the actual temperature of the engine is the determining factor.  

 Startup difficulties. If the engine was primed for a cold start is the start attempt is unsuccessful, 
assume the engine is flooded.  

5.3 - TAXI / RUN UP 
 “Propeller – Exercise”. Perform during run up as described in POH amplified procedure; move 
propeller control through full range but take care not to allow RPM to drop more than 500 RPM 
during the check (i.e., move the control quickly back to full RPM). Repeating three times is 
important in cold weather.  

5.4 - TAKEOFF / DEPARTURE 
 Rotation Speeds. Selection of exact rotation speed within the POH-specified range of rotation 
speeds (65 to 75 KIAS) should be based on weight. 

 Initial Climb Speeds. Consider that Best Angle (VX) and Best Rate (VY) differ for Gear UP and 
Gear DOWN configurations, so a speed change at that point of the departure is required to 
achieve maximum performance. 

 Autopilot Engagement. Activation of the autopilot (i.e., mode selection) should take place no 
earlier than when the aircraft is established in an enroute climb on a constant heading. STEC55 
APs require a roll mode (HDG, NAV) to be active before any vertical modes (VS, ALT) may be 
enabled.  

5.5 - CRUISE 
 Cruise Power Selection. Cruise at or below 75% power using the performance tables in the 
POH.  
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 Fuel Balance. The aircraft does not have a lateral imbalance limitation, but fuel should be used 
alternately to maintain balance.  

 Electric Fuel Pump Use. Per the POH, the electric pump should normally be turned off during 
cruise unless changing fuel tanks. 

5.6 - ARRIVAL / LANDING 
 Autopilot Disengagement. Unless flying an instrument approach procedure, cancel all autopilot 
modes before passing below 1000’ AGL.  

 Flap Setting. Per the POH, full flaps should be used for landing unless wind conditions make 
reduced settings more desirable.  

 GUMPF Check. The GUMPF check is an important defense technique against inadvertent gear-
up (or otherwise improperly configured) landings. The GUMPF check is only effective if it is 
employed properly - is not the normal point of landing gear extension. It must happen separately 
and at a later point than the planned landing gear extension.  

5.7 - AFTER LANDING 
 Flap Retraction. To reduce the risk of an inadvertent landing gear retraction, leave flaps in the 
landing position until the aircraft is stopped at a suitable point to complete the after-landing 
checklist and confirm the correct lever is used. 


